
 

Educator’s Packet 
 

Dear Educator, 

 

 Thank you for your interest in Fort Dobbs State Historic Site’s educational 

Programming.  This packet includes a variety of information, worksheets, and program 

descriptions to prepare you for your visit to Fort Dobbs or a visit by Fort Dobbs staff to 

your school.  Feel free to use these materials to supplement your program before, during 

and after your visit.  We hope that you will use Fort Dobbs again to teach the history of 

North Carolina and her role in the French and Indian War. 

 

Contents of Educator’s Packet: 

 

1. Fort Dobbs State Historic Site Educator’s Packet Introduction 

2. Fort Dobbs Brochure, with site information and historical background. 

3. Description of Programs offered by Fort Dobbs 

4. Elementary Grades Worksheet  

5. Middle School Grades Worksheet 

6. 18
th

 Century Military Terminology Worksheet 

7. How Do We Know About History Worksheet 

 

If you have further questions or would like more information please contact fort 

staff.  We hope that you will use Fort Dobbs again to teach the history of North Carolina 

and her role in the French and Indian War. 

 

      Fort Dobbs State Historic Site Staff 

438 Fort Dobbs Road  

Statesville, NC 28625  

(704) 873-5882 

www.fortdobbs.org 

 

http://www.fortdobbs.org/


 





Description of Educational Programming 

 
On-Site: 
Three separate field trip experiences are available for groups to choose from.  Cost 

is $3.00 per student (ages 5-18) with no charge for adult chaperones. 

 Gone for a Soldier:  Gain insight into the lives of the provincial garrison of the fort.  

Activities include watching a musket demonstration, learning 1750’s military drill 

(3
rd

 grade through high school), and exploring soldier’s equipment and diet. 

 

 Entering Upon New Lands:  Experience the daily lives of settlers on the NC 

frontier.  Students learn about period construction techniques (including the chance 

to apply mud daubing to a log cabin, weather permitting), clothing, and food ways. 

 

 Archaeologist for a Day:  Archaeology is vital to our understanding of Fort Dobbs.  

 Following a guided tour of the archaeological site, students may engage in a 

simulated dig, learning the scientific process of archaeology, while uncovering 

“artifacts” related to the habitation of the fort. 

 

 

Off-Site: 
Outreach programs are available on a limited basis, depending on the availability of 

staff.  Cost is a $25 fee per presentation.  Multiple presentations at the same venue 

on the same day will each incur the $25 fee.  

 Off-site programming involves a uniformed historical interpreter representing a 

soldier of the North Carolina Provincial Troops visiting a classroom, school or 

group.  The interpreter will discuss the origins of the French and Indian War 

including North Carolina’s involvement in the North American theatre of the war, 

with an emphasis on the role of Fort Dobbs and the company of men stationed 

here.  

 

 Emphasis in off-site programming will focus on the material culture of the soldiers 

at Fort Dobbs, their uniforms, equipment, weapons and the ability of North 

Carolina to provide for her soldiers.    If the school or site has the space and desires 

to, programming involving students learning the rudiments of 18
th

 century linear 

warfare may be done.  In addition demonstrations of the operation and firing 

(blank) of a mid-18
th

 century military musket may be done if the site allows.   

 
Special Events: 
 At least twice yearly, Fort Dobbs presents special school day programs, with a 

variety of historical programming.  Contact site for dates. Reservations are required.  

Cost is $5.00 per student (ages 5-18) with no charge for adult chaperones. 

 



Fort Dobbs Question Sheet: Grades 4 and 5 

Please write all answers in complete sentences. 

1. What was the name of the governor who ordered the fort to be 

built? 

__________________________________________________________ 

2. Where were people in Rowan County from?   

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. What was the fort built of?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. What two Indian nations were close to the fort?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. Was Fort Dobbs ever attacked? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. How did North Carolina soldiers travel to other colonies 

during the war?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

7. Where were the soldiers from?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

8. What would a Provincial Soldier eat?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 



Fort Dobbs Question Sheet: Grades 6-8 

Please write all answers in complete sentences. 

1. What countries were fighting in the French and Indian War?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. Who was the governor of North Carolina during the French and 

Indian War?  

________________________________________________________________ 

3. In what year was Fort Dobbs built? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. How did North Carolina compare to other colonies at the outbreak 

of war?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. Who commanded the troops at Fort Dobbs, how old was he? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. Did Indians ally themselves with the British, if so which tribes?    

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

7.  How did the British victory in the French and Indian war alienate 

the Colonists?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 



 


